Outline for “Finding Christ in the OT”- Introduction

God’s problem:  How to fulfill his plan in a way that demonstrates beyond any doubt its his plan?

Some solutions:  Provide information about his plan that no man could have access to (prophecy).



   Associate his message with miracles- events which man cannot reproduce.



    Leave a record in such a way that anyone who wants to examine it fairly will come to the 

 
                same conclusion.

How did God do it?

1.  He spread out his message over 2,000 years using different individuals.

2.  To give us reason to believe those individuals he either allowed them to perform miracles or in some other 

     way validated their testimony (made their predictions come true, for example).

3.  He committed the message to written form so anyone can find out for themselves what the message is and 

     how it was fulfilled.

4.  God brought Jesus into the world in such a way that the only explanation is that Jesus is who he says he is.

Jesus asserted that God testifies on his behalf:    John 8:13-19   (where is this testimony?)

Jesus predicted his own death and the way it would happen:  John 8:25-30

Jesus referred back to the written records of the OT as God’s testimony about the Messiah and therefore, him.  

Luke 24:17-35

The early Christians ALWAYS pointed to the OT as supporting their claims about Jesus:

Acts 2:14-41, 10:34-43,  and the entire book of Hebrews!  And many more!   Hebrews 1:1-4

The Christian Understanding of the OT:

The OT is a selective history.   Only information that serves to further God’s purpose is included.

*God’s purpose:  to reveal to the world the nature and identity of its salvation.*

Many very interesting things are overlooked or minimized in God’s quest to give us only the details we needed.  We need to be careful to read into the silence of the OT things that are not warranted.  But we also have to understand that we interpret what is there correctly.  We must always ask, “How does this passage or story fit into God’s plan for the redemption of man?”

The basic outline of the OT, from this ‘Christo-centric’ point of view:

Man Falls into Sin

God promises a savior, a ‘seed.’

God selects a people to make his covenant with.

God protects that people and develops the ‘seed’ through it


Examples:     Adam and Eve are promised a ‘seed.’



          Abraham is promised a ‘seed.’

God documents the ancestry of the ‘seed’ from Adam, to Noah, to Abraham, to David, to Christ.

God reveals more and more details about the coming Messiah, and uses ‘Israel’ as an analogy for the coming church.

Lesson 2
Recall from Lesson 1 one of the most important principles of Biblical interpretation that Christians apply:

 “The Scriptures all point to Christ first and foremost.”

The ‘pre-incarnate’ Christ:   Hebrews 13:8       ---
Jesus’ essential nature never changes.

Jesus in Genesis through Deuteronomy:

John 1:1-4

---
Genesis 1:1-2

The ‘Word.’



---
Genesis 16:7-14



--- 
Genesis 32:22-32

John 8:25-27

---
 Exodus 3:2-4

‘Angel of the Lord’



---
 Exodus 14:19-20



---
 Numbers 22:21-35

Major Prophesies about Jesus, Genesis through Deuteronomy:

Genesis 3:15

---
The Messiah will win, but will suffer.

Genesis 12:2-3
---
The Messiah will be a descendant of Abram (Abraham)

Genesis 17:19

---
The covenant made with Abraham and his children is an ‘everlasting one.’

Genesis 38

---
Matthew 1:3 (In the middle of the story of Joseph we learn about Judah’s affair!)  

      +

Genesis 49:8-12
---
The Messiah will be a descendant of Judah.

Exodus 12

---
The Passover Lamb: Jesus. Ref.  vs 5, vs 13, vs 22, vs 46b.  Hebrews 9:19-22, 10

All of Leviticus
---
Jesus fulfills all the requirements of the laws.

Leviticus 16

---
The Day of Atonement.

Deuteronomy 18:14-22
The Prophet.

Deuteronomy 33:7

“Bring ‘him’ to his people.

Deuteronomy 34:10-12
What Moses can do, Elijah can do. What Elijah can do, Elisha can do better.  But Jesus does them better then all of them!

The Miracles ‘of’ Moses compared to the Miracles of Jesus:

Moses parted the Red Sea
---
Jesus walked on the Water.

Moses gave them bread
---
Jesus WAS the bread (John 6)

Lesson 3
The Jewish expectation is that the Messiah would perform only the ‘kingly’ functions.  Since ‘Messiah’ means ‘anointed one,’ which is the equivalent to what we mean by ‘king’ this seems like a fair expectation.   It may be good to refer to Jesus as the “Holy One of God” (Psalm 16:10, Hosea 11:1,9-12, Mark 1:24, Luke 1:35, John 6:69) in order to understand the full purpose God had in mind and not find our selves limited by our own definitions.

The “Holy One” will be a Prophet, a Priest, and a King.

“A Prophet”

· A prophet is one who speaks the Word of God by the power and authority of God.

· All ‘prophecy’ speaks one way or another about Jesus.  Revelation 19:10  (since Jesus is described as the Word)

· The OT stated that the “Holy One” would perform prophetic duties:  Deut. 18:14-22, Isa. 61:1-3.

· Jesus explicitly stated that he spoke only what his Father commanded him to:  John 8:26, John 12:47-50

 “A Priest”

· A priest is a mediator (intercessor) between God and man and performs duties that allow them to have fellowship.

· God is Holy and cannot have fellowship with the sinful.  Sins must be forgiven.  There can be no forgiveness without the shedding of blood:  Hebrews 9:22.  A priest is one who presides over the shedding of that blood.

· The OT stated that the “Holy One” would perform priestly duties:  1 Samuel 2:35, Psalm 110:4

· Who is Melchizedek???   Genesis 14:17-20.  Hebrews 7.  Note Heb. 7:25.

· In the OT, God separated priests from kings.   A king could not be a priest, and a priest could not be a king.  (Both could, however, be prophets).  Kings were from the line of Judah, and Priests from the line of Levi.  However, Psalm 110 makes it clear that his Holy One would be from the order of Melchizedek:  Priest and King.

· Conclusion:  who ever the “Holy One’ must be, his mission must be more then simply ruling Israel, he must also redeem Israel, by blood.

“A King”

· A king, obviously, is one who rules a nation with absolute authority.  The Jewish term of the King was ‘the Anointed One,” meaning that in the case of Israel’s King, authority was bestowed.  Only the higher authority can bestow authority.  The “Anointed One” received authority from God, symbolized by the anointing.  The anointing was performed by a prophet- never a priest.  (Separation of Powers?)

· The “Anointed One” would be the son of the Father, who is God.  Psalms 2.

· The “Anointed One” is God, appointed to be a priest and King- bringing wrath and judgment.  Psalms 110

· The “Anointed One” will redeem his people and crush his enemies by his ‘own arm.’  Isaiah 62:11-63:6, Psalms 68:19-24

· Jesus was anointed by a sinner:   John 12:1-16

· Jesus has atoned for our sins and will return to bring salvation to those who await him:  Hebrews 9:23-10:18

Lesson 4
“Jesus in the Psalms”

Psalm 2

· The Messiah one will be God’s own Son.

· The Messiah will be ‘installed’ in Jerusalem.

Psalm 16

· The Messiah (look at vs 10:  ‘Holy One’)  will apparently die, but won’t be abandoned…

· The Messiah won’t see decay.  (re:  John 11:1-40)

Psalm 22

· Multiple descriptions of an event that David did not experience but fits Jesus’ crucifixion event.

Psalm 68   (re:  Ephesians 4:8)

Psalm 69

· Verse 21 is our clue.

Psalm 110

· David is speaking of his Lord, ie, God.  God says to God?

· The significance of the ‘right hand’

· Whomever David is speaking of will be a priest like Melchizedek.

· Whomever David is speaking of will return ‘on the day of his wrath.’

Summary from the Psalms:

The ‘Holy One of God’ will be God’s own Son, given the full authority of God.  The “Holy One” will die, but won’t remain in the grave, and not only that, will not decay.  The “Holy One” will perform priestly duties as well as ‘kingly’ duties.  The “Holy One” will judge the world (not simply restore the nation of Israel to its glory).

Lesson 5- Isaiah
Zion:  Jerusalem

Israel:  The ‘Northern Kingdom’

Judah:  The ‘Southern Kingdom’

1:16-20

4:2-6

7:10-14  (‘virgin’ is translated as ‘parthenos’ in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the OT)
9:1-8

11:1 through chapter 12, especially 11:1-10

42:1-9

49  (vs 1-7)

50:4-9

52:13-53:12
Lesson 6 – Prophets other than Isaiah

Jeremiah 23   “The Righteous Branch.”

Jeremiah 31:15-17  “Rachel weeping for her children.”

Ezekiel 34 (20-24)  “The shepherd”  Compare vs 11 to vs 23.

Daniel 7:9-14

Daniel 9:20-27  Compare with Nehemiah 2:1-9

· Each ‘week’ represents 7 years.  

· ‘7 weeks’ would be 49 years, the time it took for the rebuilding of Jerusalem.

· ‘62 weeks’ would be 434 years.

· ’69 weeks’ would be 483 years.

· The ‘years’ are according to the lunar calendar of 360 days.

· The total time from the decree to the time the Anointed One fulfills the prophecy is ’69 weeks.’  69 weeks is:

69*7*360=173,880 days.

· Counting from the decree in Nehemiah 2:1-1, which would be March 14, 444 BC (Nisan 14) to Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem for the Passover, April 6, 32 AD (Nisan 10) you have exactly 173,880 days!

Joel 2:18-32

Micah 5:1-5  ‘He will be their peace.’

Zechariah 3

Zechariah 6:9-13

Zechariah 11-12, 11:10-13, 12:10-14

Zechariah 13:7-9

